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Back-to-back ICEF events in Moscow, Kiev, and Almaty create 
opportunities for educators and agents
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In March 2018, three back-to-back ICEF events took 
place: the new ICEF Ukraine Agent Focus in Kiev, the 
ICEF Moscow Workshop, and the ICEF Central Asia 
Focus in Almaty, Kazakhstan’s commercial capital.

A total of 687 people from 489 organisations took 
part in these events across all locations. Participants 
engaged in a total of 5 145 pre-scheduled business 
meetings, and educator meeting schedules were 95% 
full across all three events. 

The first-ever ICEF Ukraine Agent Focus was held in 
Kiev between March 19th and 20th, 2018, and was 
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An educator asks a question during the seminars in Kiev

a resounding success. Hailing from 14 different countries across four continents, the 198 attendees took 
part in 912 pre-scheduled business meetings. 100% of the agents present were Ukrainian, whilst educators 
engaging with them represented key international markets including Canada, the UK, the USA, Spain, 
and Australia.

Participants in Kiev also benefitted from a seminar session about current entry visa rules for students 
travelling to Canada, the US, and Spain from government representatives of those countries. At the evening 
dinner reception, traditional Ukrainian musicians offered our guests a twist on music played with the 
bandura, a Ukrainian musical instrument. 

ICEF Ukraine Agent Focus: 
Educator Demographics

ICEF Ukraine Agent Focus: 
Educator Profile
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Speaking about her involvement in this event, Natalia 
Demchenko, Director of A-Priori LLC (Ukraine), said: 
“Thank you very much for this excellent event, which 
was extremely well organised. I made a lot of new 
contacts and got some excellent information.”

The ICEF Moscow Workshop 2018, held between 
March 23rd and 25th, 2018, involved 345 agents, 
educators, service providers, and guest speakers. 
These professionals took part in 3 403 pre-scheduled 
meetings over two days. Russia accounted for 
86% of the agents present at this workshop, with 
educators drawn from markets such as the UK, 
Canada, the USA, Ireland, and Switzerland.

Participants in discussion during the ICEF Moscow Workshop

This year’s Moscow Workshop also featured a presentation from the Association of Russian Education 
Agents (AREA), including the results of their most recent member survey and a discussion panel on the 
latest market trends in the Russian Federation. The seminar programme included sessions on studying 
in markets as diverse as the Netherlands, Canada, and Spain. As guests gathered for the evening dinner 
reception on day two, they were greeted by music from a four-piece band playing well-known classical and 
modern pieces. 

Joy Musa, Head of International Recruitment at QA Education in the UK, was pleased with her investment 
in ICEF Moscow: “The trip was fantastic and so was your team. The quality of agents there was outstanding 
as well as the geographical coverage. All agents showed up to their meetings and were highly engaged. 
The support and information we received from your team were great.”

ICEF Moscow Workshop: 
Educator Demographics

ICEF Moscow Workshop: 
Agent Demographics
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The final event in this cycle was the ICEF Central 
Asia Focus in Almaty, Kazakhstan, which took 
place between March 27th and 28th, 2018. The 144 
participants coming together for this workshop were 
from 20 countries. A large majority of the agents 
present came from Kazakhstan, though there was 
also representation from markets as diverse as 
Azerbaijan, Mongolia, and the Kyrgyz Republic. For 
educators, major markets such as the UK, Canada, 
and the USA were strongly represented, together 
with other destinations such as Spain and Hungary.

As well as engaging in up to 22 pre-scheduled meetings with partners they selected, participants enjoyed 
a seminar programme which included an agent panel on recruitment in Central Asia and the Caucasus 
region, as well as a panel discussion involving schools, agents, and clients on how to recruit successfully 
from Kazakhstan. At the evening dinner reception, guests enjoyed traditional Kazakh folk music using 
Kazakh instruments played by local musicians.

Celestine Rowland, President of Galway Business School, Ireland, said: “The Central Asia Focus was 
excellently organised as one expects from ICEF. This is a new market and we were really pleased with the 
quality of meetings. The ICEF team is wonderful - a unique feature of this company.”

The next ICEF Ukraine Focus, ICEF Moscow Workshop, and ICEF Central Asia Focus will take place in 
March 2019. For more details, please go to: www.icef.com/events.

Another successful meeting underway in Almaty

ICEF Central Asia Focus:
Educator Demographics

ICEF Central Asia Focus: 
Agent Demographics
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An agent and an educator make a connection in Moscow

Guests are entertained with traditional bandura music in Kiev A business meeting underway at the ICEF Central Asia Focus

The meeting hall at the ICEF Ukraine Focus 2018
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ICEF Moscow Workshop:
Educator Profile

ICEF Central Asia Focus: 
Educator Profile


