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Participants samba to success at ICEF’s memorable 
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Held at the heart of Brazil’s dynamic business centre, Sao Paulo, between 21 and 23 September, our 2017 Latin 
America Workshop was the most successful and memorable to date, with 348 participants taking advantage of 
a seminar programme, two days of networking meetings, and even Samba classes following a dinner reception 
sponsored by Seneca College. 

The 2017 ICEF Latin America Workshop meeting hall
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As Latin America’s largest overall market, Brazil embodies 
much of the region’s dynamism. Figures released by 
BELTA (The Brazilian Educational and Language Travel 
Association) reveal that average spend per student soared 
by 82% in 2016 to nearly US$ 9 000 per person. With the 
number of students studying internationally up 14% last 
year to 247 000, the Brazilian outbound education market 
is now worth some US$ 2.2 billion annually. 

Participant numbers at this year’s Latin America Workshop 
grew by 18%, highlighting the growing importance of our 
work in this region, where personal relationships and a 
strong understanding of the intricacies of Latin America’s 
different markets are key to success. The number of pre-
scheduled meetings conducted over the course of the 
workshop grew by 17% over 2016 to 3 034 in total, giving 
participants the chance to expand their networks, enhance 
existing relationships and cultivate exchanges of ideas with 
others attending the workshop.

Coming from 235 organisations (20% more than in 2016) based in 24 countries across five continents, participants 
enjoyed a truly international affair with a distinctly Brazilian flavour. As Ana Cecilia Aguiar, Founder and Managing 
Director of Brazil’s Good to Great Intercambio, noted, “I attend ICEF Latin America every year, and everything 
works beautifully. The quality of schools represented is excellent, and I have the opportunity to reinforce existing 
relationships and build new partnerships.”
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This year, some 193 quality-screened education 
agents – 14% more than in 2016 – attended the Latin 
America Workshop from ten countries across Latin 
America, including: Brazil, Chile, Argentina, Columbia, 
the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Honduras, Mexico, 
Panama and Peru, with 12% of these agents attending 
an ICEF workshop for the first time in Sao Paolo. Adriana 
Godoy, Director at Dri Viagens in Brazil commented, 
“Everything was perfect. This is an amazing opportunity 
for us, and we are grateful to the ICEF team who are 
always kind and helpful.”

For their part, educators were impressed at how well the 
agents present had done their homework, demonstrating 
deep knowledge not just of the schools attending, but 
also their programmes and international recruitment 
efforts. Taylor Decker, International Student Admissions 
Counsellor at Mohawk Valley Community College (USA), 
said: “As an institution with no prior contacts in Latin 
America, this was the perfect way for us to get involved. 
There was a diverse agent group present, all of whom 
were professional and well prepared.”
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2017 ICEF Latin America Workshop

A business meeting in full swing

In addition to the two-day program of pre-scheduled networking meetings, participants were also able to benefit from 
a comprehensive seminar programme which featured sessions about the education markets in countries as diverse as 
the UK, Canada, New Zealand, South Africa, Brazil, Chile and Argentina, as well as introductory seminars run by ICEF 
professionals offering advice on how to get the most out of the workshop experience. Specific topics included how 
to manage visa processes in Canada, an overview of Brazil’s burgeoning international education market, and how to 
move from studying to working in New Zealand.

The next ICEF Latin America Workshop will take place between 20 and 22 September 2018 in Sao Paulo, Brazil. To 
find out more, please visit: http://www.icef.com/en/workshops/the-icef-latin-america-workshop/

Local entertainers and sponsors from Seneca College at the dinner Participants at our evening reception

Agents and service providers networking at this year‘s workshop 
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