
EVENT REPORT 2017

Fast-growing Asian economies bring increasing diversity to the 2017 
ICEF Beijing Workshop

Join us next year • October 10-12, 2018 • Grand Millennium Beijing • China
www.icef.com

China is widely known as the world’s second-largest economy and a global industrial powerhouse. The rapid 
development of its education sector is, however, perhaps less well understood: in the past year alone, China has been 
ranked by Universitas 21 as the fastest-improving emerging economy in terms of its higher education sector; it’s also 
the leading host nation for foreign campuses from Western universities, and the world’s largest exporter of students 
seeking international education both in other Asian markets, and around the world.
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All these factors make the ICEF Beijing Workshop a 
highlight of our annual calendar. This year’s workshop, 
which took place between 11 and 13 October, was 
defined by the growing diversity of its participants. 
We welcomed 181 educators and service providers 
from 121 organisations and 196 quality pre-screened 
agents from 142 agencies, with representatives from 
34 countries across four continents engaging in 3 281 
meetings over two days. 

Education institutions came primarily from the USA 
(33%), the UK (13%), and Canada (12%), with 
representation from markets as diverse as Brunei, 
Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Ireland, New Zealand, 
and Spain. Another highlight was the fact that more 
than one in five educators (21%) were enjoying their 
first experience of an ICEF workshop, such as Liam 
Pennells of Malta’s Regency Private College, who said: 
“This was my first ever ICEF workshop. I found it to be well organised and the support staff were very helpful. I felt that 
the whole organisation was impeccable and I would recommend ICEF Beijing to my colleagues.”

The proportion of agents from China attending ICEF Beijing dropped from 69% in 2016 to 58% this year, underlining 
the diversity of agents who choose to attend, with South Korea, Mongolia, Nepal, and India strongly represented. 
Agents also attended from Bangladesh, Japan, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Taiwan, and Vietnam. 
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More than one in four (26%) of agents were attending 
their first ICEF workshop; Gayatri Prasad Khatiwada 
of Nepal’s Carving Career Foundation said: “This 
workshop was excellent and helped me to achieve my 
goals. ICEF has provided me with an opportunity to 
get first-hand information from the education providers 
to help me counsel students perfectly.”

A regular feature of any ICEF workshop alongside the 
personalised programme of pre-scheduled meetings 
is our comprehensive seminar series. In Beijing, this 
included a session on how to work with agents in 
China, as well as sessions on how to secure a place 
at a top UK university, and how to take advantage of 
ICEF Agent Training Courses including the Chinese 
Education Agent Course (CEAC), set up in partnership 
with BOSSA, a government-supported industry 
association of education agencies. 

One special highlight of ICEF Beijing 2017, singled out 
by many participants for praise, was our programme 
of social events and entertainment which gave 
participants the opportunity to further strengthen 
relationships in an informal setting. Participants 
enjoyed Chinese name painting, traditional dancing 
and music, as well as the chance to take tea with a 
Kung-Fu Tea Master and be dazzled by a Chinese 
magic show.
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Educators network with an agent at the workshop

We are looking forward to welcoming participants to the ICEF Beijing Workshop 2018, to be held between 10 and 
12 October 2018. To find out more about next year’s event, including information on how to register, please go to: 
www.icef.com/beijing.
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